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RANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



1. SUMMARY: AFTER A MONTH IN OFFICE NEW GOVERNMENT 
CONTINUES [ILLEG] WITH INTERNAL POLITICS AND MANEUVERING. 
SITUATION APPEARS UNSTABLE WITH LITTLE POWER STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN DAUD AND YOUNG OFFICERS ON CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
SENIOR MILITARY AND ESPECIALLY POLICE, SAID TO BE ANGERED 
AND HUMILIATED BY PROMOTIONS AND HIGH COMMANDS GIVEN TO 
JUNIOR OFFICERS. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE OPPOSITION TO GENERALLY 
UNKNOWN AND TO ALL APPEARANCES INCOMPETENT CABINET IS 
INCREASING AND MAY [ILLEG] TO BE MAJOR FACTOR IN TURNING 
PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST REGIME. FOR MOMENT KABUL AND 
PROVINCES ARE GENERALLY CALM BUT GOVERNMENT DECISION [ILLEG] 
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

AND GENERAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS EXCEPT FOR DAY-TO-DAY 
ROUTINE NEAR PARALYZED. END SUMMARY. 



RUMORS ARE RIFE AS TO CAUSE OF 
OUTBREAK AND IDENTITY OF PARTIES INVOLVED WITH MANY PEOPLE 
BELIEVING THAT MULLAHS WERE BEHIND IT. REPORTS INDICATE 
THAT SOME 20 PEOPLE WERE KILLED. THERE ARE MULTIPLE REPORTS 
OF SERIOUS DISSATISFACTION [ILLEG] POLICE OFFICERS. [LINE 
EXCISED] 
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[WORDS EXCISED] FURTHER 

MORE, THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE CANCELLATION OF [ILLEG] 
CELEBRATION WHICH SET FORTH IN TERMS OF CONSERVING FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES IS POPULARLY BELIEVED TO STEM FROM GOVERNMENT'S 
SECURITY CONCERNS. 

4. STORIES CONTINUE TO SURFACE AS TO ORIGINS OF COUP AND 
MOTIVATIONS OF MAIN PLOTTERS [WORDS EXCISED] MANY AFGHANS 
BELIEVE RUSSIANS EITHER HAD ROLE IN COUP ITSELF (PERHAPS 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE) OR NOW RPT NOW HAVE GREATER INFLUENCE WITH 
DAUD GOVERNMENT THAT WITH MONARCHY. WHILE NO CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE HAS TURNED UP TO SUPPORT EITHER CONTENTION, MISSION 
BELIEVES THAT WE SHOULD REMAIN ALERT TO POSSIBILITY SOME 
FORM OF GREATER INVOLVEMENT IN GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS. 
ARGUMENTS THAT SOVIETS NOT RPT NOT INVOLVED IN COUP BECAUSE 
USSR HAD LITTLE TO GAIN FROM REGIONALLY DESTABILIZING CHANGE 
OF GOVERNMENT, AND GIVEN THEIR OTHER, GREATER, OVERALL 
INTERESTS IN REGION, WHILE [ILLEG] LOGICAL MAY NOT 
NECESSARILY BE THE CASE. AN ISLAMIC SOCIALIST STATE OF 
AFGHANISTAN, WHICH CONCEIVABLE, ESPECIALLY IF DAUD [ILLEG] 
AND YOUNG OFFICERS TAKE OVER COMPLETELY, MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
WORTH THE RISK IN SOVIET VIEW. EVEN IF NOT INITIAL SOVIET 
PLAN, IT MIGHT NOW OR LATER PRESENT A TEMPTING TARGET OF 
OPPORTUNITY. 

5. SUPPORT FOR MONARCHY: AFGHAN PEOPLE APPEAR TO HAVE 
WHOLEHEARTEDLY ADOPTED IDEA OF REPUBLIC, ALTHOUGH POCKETS OF 
RESISTANCE TO PRESENT LEADERSHIP REPORTEDLY EXIST. CONCEPT 
OF REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED BY 
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[SAME PAGE] 

ALMOST ALL FACTIONS AS GREAT IMPROVEMENT OVER WHAT IS ALMOST 
UNIVERSALLY BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CORRUPT, INEFFICIENT, AND 
INEPT EVEN THOUGH, IN [WORDS ILLEG] TO UNDERSTAND 

THE CONCEPT OF REPUBLIC, THUS, POSSIBILITY [WORDS ILLEG] 
SHAH'S BEING ABLE TO STAGE A COMEBACK EVEN IF PRESENT REGIME 
FAILS WHILE NEVER STRONG 



OESTdSQ jS 




t : 






£ 






coaiEOTiai, missich selxswes te» ue snanxB^Btomot Mis* wjcMiBiLir* .~ 



AUGoiffiews rear sowrjs.ab* »x aw a^*^J»-qopr jwaape csar. ^_, ,,.. . 

GtVZB TKBII OTHER, ORBMBRr OVERMJ. XiBBriSfej&.W^Sf/l^^WaB »K3RC!l£ar ' r " ' 

logical an? w» KECssswuLr se ss can* 'WJtoKic: s oc ntTS T sail.-;-*..' -;.'" : 
op afgrm«i8t*9, vflHicn coscexvrais, jwigtiiSKBj&i^utf niiflpff sin »Ctt«?..^-- 



OFFTCESfl BUST OVER GONPUETKLX, KZOlf 
TEHPTU1G 




3EEH 

■ i ^ 



88**** 
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IS EVEN WEAKER NOW. HE REPORTEDLY STILL HAS SUPPORTERS 
AMONG MULLAHS AND SOME TRIBAL GROUPS BUT LARGE MAJORITY OF 
PEOPLE WOULD NOT WELCOME RETURN OF MONARCHY. 



(A) PUBLIC HEALTH MINISTER, PROFESSOR DR. MOHAMMAD SEKANDAR 
HAS APPROVED TWO USAID PROJECTS (MANAGEMENT TEAM AND NURSING 
PROJECT) BUT GENERAL DECISION MAKING AT PRESIDENT LEVEL 
PARALYZED FOR TIME BEING AS OFFICIALS AWAIT WHAT THEY FELL 
TO BE INEVITABLE FIRINGS. 
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D. FINANCE: MINISTER SAYED ABDUL FL'AH IS ATTEMPTING TO 
INFORM HIMSELF OF VARIOUS MINISTRY PROGRAMS BUT IS HAMPERED 
BY LACK OF RESPECT AND SERIOUSNESS WITH [ILLEG] VIEW HIS 
APPOINTMENT, ALTHOUGH HE IS MEMBER OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
MINISTRY IS NOT OPERATING AT ALL AT PRESIDENT- DEPARTMENT 
HEAD 
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QUESTIONS STILL MUST BE REFERRED TO PRESIDENT. NO PROGRESS 
AS YET IN INDUCING GOVERNMENT TO FOCUS ON RENEWAL OF AID 
BILATERAL THAT EXPIRED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. 
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(G) PLANNING: NO APPOINTMENT MADE YET WHICH WE BELIEVE IS 
INDICATIVE THAT DAUD INTENDS TO CARRY THROUGH WITH CONCEPT 
OF CENTRALIZING PLANNING FUNCTION UNDER PRESIDENT AND ALLOW 
MINISTRY TO WITHER AWAY, BUT WITHOUT ANY FORMAL ACTION BEING 
TAKEN. LARGE AID-FINANCED STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
(SUNY) DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY PROJECT MOVING AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. 



FOR A ROLE FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE IN ECONOMY AND WE HAVE 
HEARD FROM SEVERAL OTHER SOURCES THAT PRIVATE INVESTORS ARE 
NOT PESSIMISTIC OF THEIR CHANCES UNDER DAUD ALTHOUGH LOCAL 
TRADERS AND MERCHANTS ARE FEELING THE PINCH OF CURRENCY 
CONTROLS (REF C) . NEW GOVERNMENT HAS IMPLEMENTED ARTICLE 16 
OF INVESTMENT LAW REQUIRING ALL GOVERNMENTAL BODIES TO BUY 
DOMESTIC RATHER THAN IMPORTED PRODUCTS IF AVAILABLE AND 
COMPETITIVE BOTH IN QUALITY AND PRICE. PREVIOUS 
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GOVERNMENT HAD REFUSED TO DO SO BOWING TO POLITICAL PRESSURE 
FROM LARGE IMPORTERS. 



COMMUNICATIONS BRANCH OF AFGHAN ARMY. TITLE OF ENGINEER 
MEANS COLLEGE GRADUATE BUT IN THIS CASE IS EXTREMELY 
SUSPECT. HIS APPOINTMENT WAS DIRECT PAYOFF FOR HIS ROLE IN 
THE COUP AND HE PROBABLY CONTINUES AS A MEMBER OF CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE. IS VERY YOUNG AND INEXPERIENCE AND EVIDENTLY WAS 
NOT YET FOCUSED ON JOB OF RUNNING A TECHNICAL MINISTRY WITH 
MANY IMPORTANT PROJECTS 
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MC- FCH3IGU £MK PASflTCCIPAKCK, X8 mcnOKSS SOROUff. AIL OF~y 

kkzmi the earns ase hmkesisc ceveuopkbstb but possibilttx still 

EXISTS THAT DAD© OR eiS SUCCSSSCfcf XOU, WfiTKSi TO STATB-0RXTtl7ATED 

fetr'aoACH that characterized his uisx rogdb. •-. ..■•■• 

(j> zs&osasnai afd craawE-t w mmm t, sbqfessc* dr. ssdul m&xst 

IS&'XH BAS SAID IS DESXRSS TO OOOPCUXI «9S U»S. ^ HAS HDVED KT. 
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oxsasAtnze public rtlatichs osr iasT op bt psbvioos RscaMs wuc^mas 

IKTBEDED TO FE3P PXBLIC IMFOSHED OP GGTL&MEHT ACTXOSS. UiLiiWifllffiW 

SAIL? HEHSFAPSR* CAPAVAH, HAS tJOl' JRSfS ALI0KED TO aPSUHS PCDUCATIOB >- 

3ES3 
ASD roSTCiS GCVEKEHSOT HrWSPAPcS, Z6ZAB-AKX8, HAS JLhl U U* ?.2PL?iC3r> OT 

BB: CAXL'f CALLED JftliEURIAT (TEE JEPUSLIC) HSlaT SF.G3W PCBtlC^TIOW CZT 

A0G09? 4 AOT? PKCKTS GSLY STSAHSCl PARTI LXN2. T.DS'ETDEOT F3T3S iiO 

LOBGER EXISTS Ei KPGCAfllSTflS AUD Ml 5O0RSALISTS AFE LYXTrG LC+*. , 

tic caeicmcKTioiSt .kihxster, siijxsssr asdcl samid has cse of prxhcspax. 

Iti OOCP MID BA3 BEER XDE3TIPXED If* A PBST LlEDSESftOT (BCX5 i^JOB) J» " 
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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

NOW UNDERWAY. IS EVIDENTLY ONE OF WEAKEST OF APPOINTMENTS. 
MINISTRY ITSELF IS SAID TO BE COMPLETELY INACTIVE WITH 
LITTLE ATTENTION BEING PAID TO BUSINESS. 

(L) PUBLIC WORKS: MINISTER, ENGINEER GHAUSUDDIN WAS FORMERLY 
A CAPTAIN AND DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT IN OFFICE OF 
CONSTRUCTION OF MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. DOES NOT HOLD COLLEGE- 
LEVEL ENGINEERING DEGREE. IS APPROXIMATELY 45 YEARS OLD AND 
HAS LAGGED BEHIND HIS CONTEMPORARIES IN ARMY PROMOTIONS. 
HIS COMPETENCE BOTH IN OLD JPB AND IN NEW HAS BEEN SEVERELY 
QUESTIONED BY FELLOW OFFICERS WHO KNOW HIM. APPEARS TO BE 
ONE OF WEAKEST APPOINTMENTS. 

(M) INTERIOR: MINISTER FAIZ MOHAMMAD WAS FORMERLY A 
PARATROOPER CAPTAIN IN SPECIAL FORCES UNIT AND SUPPOSEDLY IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR PERSUADING OFFICERS AND MEN OF THAT KEY UNIT 
TO SUPPORT COUP. IS ABOUT 20 YEARS OLD AND HAS SPENT 18 
MONTHS IN USSR FOR TRAINING. WE UNDERSTAND FROM MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE ABDUL MAJID THAT ENTIRE POLICE FORCE (POLICE COME 
UNDER INTERIOR'S CONTROL) IS BEING REORGANIZED FOR MORE 
EFFICIENT OPERATION. EFFICIENCY MAY BE ONLY MOTIVE BUT MAIN 
REASON FOR REORGANIZATION IS THAT POLICE FORCE IS GENERALLY 
THOUGHT TO BE POLITICALLY UNRELIABLE AND POSSIBLE SOURCE OF 
OPPOSITION. 

(N) FRONTIER AFFAIRS: MINISTER, ENGINEER PACHA GUL IS AIR 
FORCE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER AND MEMBER OF CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE. HE TOOK ACTIVE ROLE IN COUP BUT OTHER 
INFORMATION STILL LACKING. 
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



AFGHAN EMBASSIES HAVE BEEN ORDERED NOT TO ISSUE VISAS TO 
WORLD TRAVELERS ("HIPPIES" IN THEIR TERMINOLOGY) AND POLICE 
ARE SEARCHING HOTELS IN EFFORT TO ROUND UP AND EXPORT 
FOREIGNERS WHOSE VISAS HAVE EXPIRED. IN ADDITION, ALL 
HOTELS (INCLUDING USAID STAFF HOUSE) ARE 







d *i ; Zt\& DEFENSE: *SA{& OOtftWOES UMSn 



IQBXSflEVU UX GEPAJKB4t3*B» 



ME WTDEE ASHE ODRTROL tflRS OPRCaiS ttCakL tt* «8CIHB HDVI1W 
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7. aftlER DSTCLOTWSnS: - DBNOC?JkTXC BEPCBUC OP VIETNAM (AUGUST 5) 

ysaiawoi liserrxion paoHT cp aona txssait (mxsust 12)' aad paovisiiDr..*.:.- 
rx£vo5>-j7ioiB4Ry covEsa^3r.w of sooth vebihmi'uogcs? 12) mvs axa 

3BC0GKII3D iZEK S2GIKS. DJ ADDXTIO», RftDXO AFOIAEISiaN, AU6DS^12,' 

C2WR1BD aGSSflGE OP RECOG N ITI O N F3DK "PKBSIDSW 6ZI92SDGK O? CUKBCDIA' 

AMD E&P03S3ED HIS AFPRECIATXQK FOR APGEAW SCWOW IN U* A!TC ' 

UTSS7&XS2C&H* C0HFEKEI3CES. (HOEK; PKE6XDS1? SIEAUOOK El© ALSO 7*m: PRTOR 

TREATED SI P1SVIOCS KZGZXE.) 
K. r 3?!:;! £FFOSX TO SGLX3IZT DUFPCET KITHE AHK7, GOVEKZ^IvT .Vi2K>-r,CI^ 

OST ilOGUST 5 ALL SEnGSKZTS N3HB PROMOTED TO SAKE Of f3HIBD LIEUT^JAITT 

i-UJD f'^L OFFICERS HUH KCEPT2GH OP tiBOEHIX* GIVES QBE YEAR'S 5E>!X03Z9? 

(EQUIV'MiBWT 90 IEAHLI STEP XnCEEASZ IS SAIAKZ) . S0C8 4 MOVE MIGHT v 

r,;-:?r-r»sE aalx scppoct'sw is fosbhkr au^-ni e&ce toureadx ALiszars) 

8BS10R OWfasSi *ISO IX 19AT VZRl/ 10UCE <XtKS^8 nBOS WW HCWDSg 

i>t r^2jsaai**ittSB la pay, tbos forihsr waBmnBCor albraot pj^t^.; .^.7 i- 
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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

NOW REQUIRED TO HAVE GUESTS FILL OUT REGISTRATION FORM 
GIVING PASSPORT NUMBER, ETC., FOR POLICE RECORDS. 
IRAQI GOODWILL DELEGATION HEADED BY MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
DR. AHMAD ABDUL SATAR AL-JAWARY ARRIVED AUGUST 5 AND 
DELIVERED PERSONAL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS AND SUPPORT 
FROM THE IRAQI PRESIDENT TO DAUD. DELEGATION WAS RECEIVED 
BY DAUD ON AUGUST 6 AND TREATED TO GREAT DEAL OF PUBLICITY 
OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
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